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10. The Ministers endorsed the adoption and implementation of the Kuala Lumpur Principles Medical Device Sector Codes 
of Ethics (the “KL Principles”), which were developed by an Expert Working Group in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Ministers 
called on the medical device sector industry associations and their member companies to adopt and implement codes of 
business ethics consistent with the KL Principles and encouraged capacity building initiatives so that these measures are fully 
implemented.  
 
11. Finally, Ministers fully support and look forward to the development of additional sets of voluntary ethical principles or 
codes of ethics in sectors where SMEs are important stakeholders, beginning with the construction and bio-pharmaceutical 
sectors.  
 
Promoting SMEs’ Use of New Technologies to Reduce the Costs of Doing Business  
 
12. At a time when the global economy is still recovering from the financial crisis and elevated levels of unemployment, 
SMEs are increasingly seeking ways to cut costs, increase efficiency and mitigate the risk of doing business.  
 
13. Ministers agreed that governments can take the lead by developing initiatives and policies that leverage Information and 
Communications Technology (ICT) to improve SMEs’ interface with the government and initiatives to help SMEs use ICT 
to generate new and improved products, services and processes. This includes encouraging SMEs to take advantage of cloud 
computing, which will improve productivity, efficiency and in turn reduce business costs.  
 
14. Ministers encouraged APEC member economies to participate in a series of capacity building workshop, beginning with 
two workshops to be held later this year in Indonesia.  
 
Identifying Policies to Support Green SMEs  
 
15. We acknowledged that in order to promote green growth and to identify policies that support green SMEs, it is 
important to convene SMEs, policymakers, and innovators to discuss these issues.  
 
16. At green growth seminars held in Big Sky (How to Grow Your Green Small Business, Improving SME Competitiveness 
through Sustainable Business Practices, and the SME Green Growth Competitiveness Forum), speakers discussed a variety 
of topics to help SMEs increase their business internationally. These seminars looked at issues such as financing, regulation, 
trade promotion (from the perspective of what is required to facilitate the business environment), and public-private 
partnerships that support SME sustainability, innovation, and the development of green technology.  
 
17. Ministers agreed that continuing the dialogue on green growth in Bangkok in November 2011 will help APEC 
economies structure green growth policies to meet the needs of the SME community and contribute to job growth and 
sustainable development regionally. We encourage APEC policymakers, businesses, and innovators to make progress on 
developing green action plans to resolve barriers to green growth in the Asia-Pacific region. We also encourage APEC 
economies to develop their own sustainable business practices to support SMEs achieve green growth.  
 
18. Ministers acknowledged that green international trade has become a new driver of economic growth. SMEs’ involvement 
in green international trade will bring many benefits to SMEs. At the same time, it will also expose them to greater risks, 
such as varying regulations and standards. Ministers were pleased to note that the “Symposium on Enhancing SME Capacity 
of Managing the Risks Associated with Trade Liberalization” to be held in Chinese Taipei this August will help address this 
issue.  
 
19. We recognized that Korea’s Green Initiative promotes sharing policy experiences and identifying collaborative measures, 
thus facilitating green growth in the APEC region. We encourage APEC economies to participate in and support the 
Initiative.  

  

APEC 2011 Joint MRT-SME Ministerial Meeting  
 
20. We acknowledged the initiative of the first Joint MRT-SME Ministerial Meeting and welcome similar collaboration in the 
future.  
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APEC 2012 SME Meetings  
 
21. We thanked Russia for hosting the next APEC SME Ministerial and related meetings in Vladivostok, Russia next year 
and previewing the topics for these meetings.  
 
Toward APEC USA 2011 Economic Leaders’ Meeting in Honolulu  
 
22. We agreed to present this Joint Ministerial Statement as the contribution to the APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting in 
November 2011 in Honolulu, United States.  

 


